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WHERE FAMILIES CAN 
FIND HOLIDAY CHEER 
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HOW PLAYOFF COMMITTEE 
WILL SPEND ITS WEEKEND 
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WHAT JURY FOUND IN CALIF. KILLING 


THAT FUELED SANCTUARY DEBATE 


TAX OVERHAUL 


Senate weighs scaling 


Changes considered after analysts say legislation 
would add $1 trillion to deficit over next decade. 


By Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republicans 
weighed scaling back the tax cuts 


in their massive package to secure 
crucial support as congressional 
analysts said Thursday the leg- 
islation would add $1 trillion to 
the deficit over the next decade. 

Republicans were making major 


changes to the bill — a top politi- 
cal priority of President Donald 
Trump — up to the last minute, 
including one that would roll 
back some of the tax cuts after six 
years to appease deficit hawks. 

The scramble to alter the bill 
came after senators said the 
chamber’s parliamentarian had 


ack tax cuts 


ruled that automatic “triggers” 
designed to guard against big 
deficits would violate Senate 
rules. GOP leaders’ main concern 
was winning over lawmakers, 
including Sens. Bob Corker 
of Tennessee and Jeff Flake of 


Taxbill continued on A4 


INSIDE 

» Local businesses would 
welcome tax cuts, but fear 
other provisions, A4 

» The Dow closes above 
24,000 amid optimism 
about the tax cuts, ATI 


COBBCOUNTY 


Cobb County police conduct an investigation where Edna Umeh, a crossing guard, was hit and killed 
Thursday morning while directing traffic outside Lindley Middle School in Mableton. Another crossing 


guard who was on duty in front of the school was not injured, according to police. JOHN SPINK//SPINK@AIC.COM 


Popular crossing guard 
hit, killed outside school 


Tragedy sparks cries 
to address dangerous 
stretch of highway. 


ByMeris Lutz 
mlutz@ajc.com 
Steve Burns 
steve.burns@ajc.com 
and John Spink 
jspink@ajc.com 


Friends and relatives of Edna 
Umeh recalled her as a loving, 
spiritual and funny woman on 
Thursday, hours after she was 


struck and killed by a car while on 
duty as a crossing guard at Lind- 
ley Middle School in Mableton. 

Whether it was rides to school 
ora plate of her delicious home- 
cooked food, “She was always 
there when T needed her,” said 
Umeh’s nephew, James McMath, 

20. 


Most of all, McMath said, 
Umeh loved children. He said 
the family was still sorting funeral 
arrangements, and urged drivers 
to “Please do the speed limit.” 

Umeh’s death has also sparked 
cries for authorities to address 


what many called a dangerous 
stretch of Veterans Memorial 
Highway. 

Umeh, 64, was struck and killed 
‘Thursday morning around 9 a.m. 
by Lamonte Roosevelt Whitaker, 
38, of Lithonia driving a red Ford 
Focus, according to police spokes- 
man Sgt. Dana Pierce. 

Police and a witness said Whita- 
ker swerved around stopped traf- 
fic and into the center turn lane, 
where he struck Umeh with tre- 
mendous force. 


Crossing continued on A8 


ATLANTA MAYORAL RACE 


Reed takes low-key 
role as runoff nears 


Mayor backs Bottoms; 
former candidates 
rally around Norwood. 


ByGreg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajccom 


It seemed the perfect oppor- 
tunity for Atlanta Mayor Kasim 
Reed to slam a bitter rival. 

Days earlier, he had called 
Atlanta mayoral contender Mary 
Norwood and City Council Pres- 
ident Ceasar Mitchell “losers” 
after they appeared together at a 
joint press conference. And just 
‘as he was wrapping up an event 
Monday, news broke that former 
Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin 


also backed Norwood. 

Instead, after he was informed 
ofthe news by an aide, he declined 
to make an immediate comment. 
‘There was no scathing statement 
later in the day from his office 
about the former candidates ral- 
lying around Norwood to oppose 
his preferred candidate, Council- 
woman Keisha Lance Bottoms. 

And when he did comment, he 
steered clear of the biting rheto- 
ric he’s used previously during 
the campaign. 


Reed continued on AS 
ALSO INSIDE 


» Bottoms releases some in- 
come tax information, B1 


MUNICIPAL COURT 


‘Help’ sign lands man 
in jail for 2% months 


Fulton County pretrial 
system ‘fundamentally 
unfair, attorney says. 


ABy Rhonda Cook 
rook@ajc.com 


Sean Ramsey was arrested on 
Sept. 19 near the state Capitol. 
His crime? Holding up a hand- 
written cardboard sign that read, 
“homeless, please help.” 


Unable to post the required 
$200 bond, he sat in jail until 
Wednesday, never once appear- 
ing before a judge. Ramsey was 
released only after the Southern 
Center for Human Rights filed a 
petition challenging his 24 month 
detention. 

The suit was brought against 
Fulton County Sheriff Ted Jack- 
son because Ramsey is in his 


Court continued on A2 


ALBANY TORNADO 


Was child ‘swept away’ by storm? Doubts remain 


Parents’ reaction to loss 
of son draws questions 
from police, relatives. 


ByJoshua Sharpe 
joshua.sharpe@ajc.com 


ALBANY — The parents say his 
body must be out here some- 
where. 

Piney Woods Estates and sev- 
eral other mobile home parks in 
the area are but overgrown coun- 
try now, choked by wild thorny 
bushes and tall grass. Battered 
mobile homes and debris are 
strewn about, the trees twisted 
and bent. When the rain falls, it 


falls into people’s abandoned liv- 
ing rooms and bedrooms, onto 
their couches and old baby shoes, 
because the roofs are gone. 

The parents of 2-year-old Detrez 
Green said he was “swept away” 
here in January during a tornado 
that pummeled the outskirts of 
this southwest Georgia city. It 
brought winds of 150 mph, strong 
enough to lift trailers — and, yes, 
children — from the ground. 

Crews rushed in to search after 
the mother’s 911 call. Strangers 
showed up and asked ifthey could 
help find the poor boy who, every- 
one feared, was dead or, best-case, 


Toddler continued on A6 


Detrez Green's parents’ trailer was taken apart, police said, as 
rescuers searched for the 2-year-old after a January tornado in 


Albany. The storm brought winds of 150 mph. seanDEN CAMP / AP 


SPORTS, C1 
Falcons rookie 
makingimpression 


Takk McKinley has wowed the 
teamwithhis explosiveness. 


METRO, B1 
Hearing focuses 
on1983 murder 


Prosecutor: Two men charged 
wore crime likea badge of honor. 


INDEX 
Business A11 Opinion A13 
Deaths B3 Weather B8 


Volume 69, Number 335 


7 Hl 2 


Q 


1 


OMEGA 


EDDIE 
REDMAYNE’S 
CHOICE 


JEWELERS 
Buckhead - 404.814.9800 
Roswell + 770.993.1080 


